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Abstract

Aim: The aim of this study was to determine the learning styles and locus of
control of different academic groups of university students. Method: The study
method was causal-comparative and the statistical population consisted of 6992
undergraduate students at University of Tabriz in the groups of humanities,
basic sciences, engineering and medical sciences which via relative ratio
stratified random sampling method, 363 individuals were selected. The
measuring tools were Kolb (1999) learning styles and locus of control
inventory of Rutter 1966. The data were analyzed using chi-square and one-
way ANOVA. Results: The humanities students had accommodate learning
style, the basic sciences students had convergent learning style, the engineering
students had divergent learning style and the medical students had assimilator
learning style (2= 72.43, P=0.001). The locus of control of the students with
accommodate learning style was most external relative to other groups (F=
11.161, P=0.001) and the students of engineering relative to other groups and
medical sciences were most external relative to humanities group (F= 64.526,
P= 0.001). Conclusion: Since identification of the learning styles can be
effective in shaping internal and external locus of control and the changing
incompatible attributions, hence teaching and learning styles should be
proportionate with the learning styles of each academic groups in order that the
students succeed in educational and occupational experiences via learning their
field of study principles and achieve self-esteem.

Key Words: academic groups, accommodator, assimilator, convergent,
divergent, learning styles, locus of control
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