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Abstract

Aim: Childhood, particularly the ages of 3 to 6 years, represents a critical period for
the development of emotional and social skills such as empathy gFhe present study
aimed to examine the relationship between children’s empathy, moral intelligence,
and theory of mind, along with the mediating role of parenting styles!

Method: This research employed a quantitative, correlationalndesign using structural
equation modeling. The statistical population consistedvof 307 children aged 3 to 6
years living in Qom, who were selected through a” multi-stage cluster random
sampling method. Data were collected using the Empathy Questionnaire by Ryff et
al. (2010), the Moral Intelligence Scale by Amini Meghadam et al. (2018), the Theory
of Mind Inventory by Hutchins (2012), and-the Parenting Styles Questionnaire by
Baumrind (1971), completed by the children’s imothers. Data were analyzed using
partial least squares structural ¢quation modeling (PLS-SEM) with SmartPLS
software.

Results: The results indicated thatumoral intelligence (f = 0.625) and theory of mind
(B = 0.60) had significant{positive relationships with empathy. Moreover, the
authoritative parenting stylesplayed a significant positive mediating role in the
relationship betwgemempathy and moral intelligence.

Conclusion: [The, findings highlight the importance of fostering cognitive—moral
skills and adopting ‘authoritative parenting styles to enhance empathy in children.
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! empathy 3 responsibility
2 sympathy ¢ forgiveness

3 moral intelligence 7 compassion

4 integrity
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