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Aim: Figurative language is an important aspect of social communication. Children
with mild autism, often experience difficulties in understanding nonliteral language,
which may influence everyday social interactions. Despite the need for assessing these
skills, no standardized Persian-language instrument specifically designed to measure
figurative language in this population is currently available. The present study aimed
to develop and psychometrically evaluate the Figurative Language Assessment
Checklist for Children with Mild Autism (FAZMAKH).

Method: An initial pool of 48 items was developed based on a review of relevant
Persian and English literature. Face and content validity were assessed by a panel of
10 specialists. Using the Content Validity Ratio (CVR) and the Content Validity Index
(CVI). The final checklist consisted of 36 items.

Results: Content validity indices indicated acceptable levels of expert agreement (S-
CVI/Ave = 0.95; S-CVI/UA = 0.81). The total scale demonstrated good internal
consistency (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.90). Internal consistency was acceptable for Form
A (00 =0.74) and high for Form B (a = 0.90). Discriminant validity was supported by
a significant difference between children with mild autism and typically developing
children based on the independent samples t-test (t =—11.04, p < 0.0001).

Conclusion: The findings suggest that the FAZMAKH is a valid and reliable Persian
language instrument for assessing figurative language abilities in children with mild
autism. The checklist may be used for clinical screening purposes and for planning
and evaluating intervention programs in Iranian clinical and educational setting
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